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Nate Berkus, regular contributor on The Oprah Winfrey Show, contributing editor of O, The Oprah

Magazine, and nationally renowned decorator, has created a book inspired by his belief that

everyone should love the way they live. This step-by-step guide to achieving your own beautiful

rooms is based on Nate's signature style and innovative approach to design. As a small boy, Nate

could often be found rearranging his room (as well as helping his mother and the other

neighborhood mothers rearrange theirs). Throughout the years his passion continued to grow, and

soon Nate was heading his own award-winning firm with an elite roster of clients. But it was Oprah

Winfrey who gave Nate the chance of a lifetime--the opportunity to go into millions of homes around

the world and join her mission to help people live their best lives. "It has been a dream come true

that has absolutely changed my life," explains Berkus. "Not only has working with Oprah helped me

redefine my own vision and purpose--but she continues to challenge me to use my own life to help

others live better. And there is nothing that makes me happier or more grateful than to be a part of

that." As Oprah always says, "Your home should be a reflection of who you truly are." Nate says, no

matter how much money you have, he believes that is so very true. "I am honored to share my love

of design to help everyone make that dream real for themselves with this book."
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I am really glad I checked this book out of the library. I would have been really upset if I had paid for

it prior to reading it. I had never heard of Nate until I happened to watch an episode of Oprah (which



I hardly ever do anymore) and saw his decorating style. The show was touting his new line and new

book.Pros* Nice blend of a kind of contemporary/modern traditional style* Large font is easy to

read* Nice photography* Like his color combination choices (not too out there or garish)Cons*

MAJOR PROBLEM FOR ME: The "Before" and "After" pictures often did not gibe.The "After"

pictures were almost consistently of a different viewpoint than the "Before" pictures. I spent quite a

bit of time trying to figure out what area of the room the "After" picture was shot. On page 68, the

"Before" picture shows two window on each side of a narrow wall with a picture. The left window is

next to a counter/bar area. The "After" photo shows a room with one window. Is it the same wall or

another wall in the room? I honestly could not tell, the bar isn't in the photo and there is part of a

chaise in the "After" picture.* "After" pictures missing a "Before" picture or vice versa. On page 52,

the "After" picture shows a beautiful room with a window...there is no "Before" picture.* Very little

explanation of how and what he did to get to the "After" product. On page 99, there is a "Before" and

"After" of a kitchen. The "After" description says, "Wallpapering the cabinet's recessed door panel

gave...a custom decorative touch". The "Before" pictures do not show recessed door panels! Did

they put in new cabinet doors?
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